
REFLECTIONS
ON THE

REVOLUTION IN FRANCE,

AND ON THE PROCEEDINGS

IN CERTAIN SOCIETIES IN LONDON,

RELATIVE TO THAT EVENT.

IN A

LETTER
INTENDED TO HAVE BEEN SENT TO A GENTLEMAN

IN PARIS.

BY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
,

EDMUND BURKE.-

PHILADELPHIA:

PRINTED BY D. HUMPHREYS,

fOR \ O .] N G,. J) G&S O $-, t A Ri£ Yj AN D RICE.



**x
\

CO

JT may not be unnecejfary to inform the Reader, that the

following Reflections had their origin in a correfpondence

between the Author and a very young gentleman at Paris ^

who did him the honour of deftring his opinion upon the

important tranfacJions , which then, and ever fence, have

fo much occupied the attention of all men. An anfwer was
writtenfome time in the month of October 1 789 ; but it was
kept back upon prudential confederations. That letter is

alluded to in the beginning of thefollowing Jheets. It has

been finee forwarded to the perfon to. whom it was addreffed.

"The reafonsfor the delay in fending it were affigned in a

fhort letter to the fame gentleman. This produced on his

part a new and preffeng application for the Author''s

fentiments.

The Author Began afecond and morefull difcujfion on the

Jubjecl. This he had fome thoughts of publijhing early i?i

the lafi fpring ; but the matter gaining upon him, befound
that what he had undertaken not only far exceeded the

meafure of a letter, but that its importance required rather

a more detailed confederation than at that, time he had any

leifure to beflow upon it. However,, having thrown down
hisfirfl thoughts in theform of a letter, and indeed when be

fat down to write, having intended itfor a private letter,

hefound it difficult to change theform ofaddrefs, when his

fentiments hadgrown into a greater extent, and had received

another direction. A different plan, he is fenfeble, might be

morefavourable to, a commodious divifeon and dijiribution of
his matter*
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Dear Sir,

YOU are pleafed to call ae;ain, and with fome earned*

nefs, for my thoughts on the late proceedings in

France. I will not give you reafon to imagine, that I

think my fentiments of fuch value as to wifh myfelf to be

folictted about them. They are of too little confequence

to be very anxioufly either communicated or withheld.

It was from attention to you, and to you only, that I

helitated at the time, when you firfl defired to receive

them- In the firft letter I had the honour to write to you,

and which at length I fend, I wrote neither for nor from

any defcription of men; nor fhall I in this. My errors,

if any, are my own. My reputation alone is to anfwer
for them.

You fee, Sir, by the long letter I have tranfmitted to

you, that, though I do mod heartily wifh that France
may be animated by a fpirit of rational liberty, and that

I think you bound in all honed policy, to provide a per-

manent body, in which that fpirit may refide, and an
effectual organ, by which it may acl:, it is my misfortune

to entertain great doubts concerning feveral material points

in your late tranfa&ions.

You imagined, when you wrote lad, that I might
pofliMy he reckoned among the approvers of certain pro-

ceedings in France, from thefolemn public feal offan&ion
they have received from two clubs ofgentlemen in London,
called the Conditional Society, and the Revolution
Society.

i certainly have the honour to belong to more clubs
than one, in which the conditution of this kingdom and
the principles of the glorious Revolution, are held in
high reverence; and I reckon myfelf among the mod
forward in my zeal for maintaining that conftitution and
thofe principles in their utmoft purity and vigour. It is

becaufe I do fo, that I think it neceflary for me, that

there
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there fliould be no miftake. Thofe who cultivate the

memory of our revolution, and thofe who are attached

to the conflitution "of this kingdom, will take good care

ho.v they are involved with perfons who, under the pre-

text of zeal towards i he Revolution and Conftitution* too

frequently wander from their true principles ; and are

ready on every occafion to depart from the firm but cau-

tions and deliberate fpirit which produced the one, and
which prendes in the other. Before I proceed to anfwer

the more material particulars in your letter, I fball beg

leave to give you fuch information as I ha T7 e been able

to obtain of the two clubs which have thought proper, as,

bodies, to interfere in the concerns of France; firft alluring

you, that I am not, and that I have never been, a member
of either of thofe focietics.

The firft calling itfeif the Conftit itional Society, or

Society for Constitutional Information, or by fome fuch

title, is, I believe, of feven or eight years {landing. The
infbtution of this focietv appears to be of a charitable,

and fo far of a laudable nature : it was intended for the

circulation at the expence of the members, of many books,

which few others would be at the expence of buying ; and
which might lie on the hands of the bookfellers, to the

great lofs of an ufeful body of men. Whether the books

fo charitably circulated, were ever as charitably read, is

more than I know. Pohably feveral of them have been

exported to France ; and like goods not in requefl here,

may with you have found a market. I have heard much
talk of the lights to be drawn from books that are fent

from hence. What improvements they have had in their

pafTage (as it is faid fome liquors are meliorated by croffing

the fea) I cannot tell : But I never heard a man of common
judgment, or the ieaft degree of information, fpeak a

word in praife of the greater part of the publications cir-

culated by that fociety ; nor have their proceedings been

accounted, except by fome of themfelves, as of any ferious

confequence.

Your National AfTembly feems to entertain much the

fame opinion that I do of this poor charitable club. As a

nation, you referved the whole flock of your eloquent ac-

knowledgments for the Revolution Society ; when their

fellows
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